Rcean Lifc BIG OCEAN GANTS, BIG SIZE.

TINY BITES.

EDUCATION

TU’W ;'OOd-, ¥ HUGE IMPACT. 4
Different animals, same tiny food source - plankton and krill. : e o

GREAT WHITE SHARK

(Carcharodon carcharias)

WHALE SHARK HUMPBACK WHALE

(Rhincodon typus) (Megaptera novaeangliae)

MANTA R

(Mobula alfredi)

Filter Feeder
Bats pliciiton Filter Feeder Filter Feeder :::: ::'
i Eats plankton, Eats krill and an;m.'ilﬁ- ieo,
mouthfuls ﬁl:iy :hh = tiny crustaceans ml’ft’o ’
of water sfheges s
Average Size Average Size Average Size Average Size
A e A e e T vk T
(wingspan) (targest fish in the ocean!)
Diet
?q Diet Diet Diet Fq Fish, seals, squid, other marine
Plankton, tiny fish, ? Plankton, tiny fish, ? q Krill, plankton and small animals and whales
krill, fish eggs krill, fish eggs crustaceans (aften seen following humpback
imigrotion up the coastf)
ggii Feeding Method aii; Feeding Method (FFf) Feeding Method Teeth
i) Swims with mouth open, LEEH  swims with mouth open, [LEH  Uses baleen plates to trap @ Triangular serrated teeth,
filtering thousands of litres filtering thousands of litres tiny food in huge gulps of for cutting and tearing
of water per hour of water per hour waler
Where found in QLD
Where found in QLD Where found in QLD Where found in QLD o Along the entire QLD coastline,
Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea o Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea o Humpback whales migrate
and around the coastline and occasionally along the along the QLD coast every
(especially Ningaloo and coast winter (Jun - Nov)
Lady Elliot Island)

Whale sharks can filter up to 6,000
litres of water an hour.

Plankton and krill are tiny but there are billions of
them! These animals have special adaptations

that help them collect huge amounts of food That's like filling a bath over and

efficiently while using very little energy Phytoplankton Zooplankton / K over again - every hour! I {l' 1
Y (tiny plants) (tiny animals) % A\
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SHARK AWARENESS MONTH

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY SHEET - g

1. TRUE OR FALSE? 3. FOOD CHAIN CHALLENGE 4. DESIGN A FILTER FEEDER

Circle True or False for each statement. Write the missing organisms in this food chain Design your own giant filter-feeding animal

1. Whale sharks are the largest fish in the ocean. True / False s D“_“"’ g "‘i“‘_" and label its “"_“‘““‘_’“‘- .

2. Whale sharks eat seals and other large animals. True / False l : ‘I

3. Humpback whales have teeth. True / False ¢ i-J:

4. Plankton are tiny living things in the ocean. True / False % l ! '
|

S. Sharks play a crucial role in keeping the ocean healthy. True / False

6. Plankton are the start of most ocean food chains. True / False [ I !
- 1 \ !
S | . - i : ~ »

2. LABEL THE FILTER FEEDERS ){?\ What does it eat?
Add Labeds ' the manta ray and e™ale shars to e how ey feed Whare does it live?
1 How dowes it collect food?

! v Why Is it important in the ocean ecosystem?

- -~ |

- v ’
Huage mouth Gedla Fitering gl rakers  Water flows in Filtered water out
TAKE ACTION!
5. THINK LIKE A SCIENTIST e 005 ; One thing | can do to help protect
Why do you think it is smart for whale sharks, manta rays and . and play npo sharks and our ocean is...

humpback whales to eat tiny animals instead of big ones?



